
NEHAWU SUBMISSION ON 
HEALTH AND SAFETY AND 
PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

STRENGTHEN WORKPLACE ORGANISATION, DEEPEN CLASS CONSCIOUSNESS  AND ADVANCE INTERNATIONALISM

1.1 This document consolidates NEHAWU's demands on the compliance with the Occupational Health and 

Safety Act in terms of the provision of the Personal Protection Equipment (PPEs) in the face of the danger 

posed by COVID-19 to frontline health and social care workers. 

1.4 The Department of Health together with the National Institute of Communicable Diseases (NICD) have issued 

some guidelines, but these are not consolidated in a single document and they are not just focused on the 

occupational health and safety. The more relevant of such guidelines in relation to our immediate concern 

regarding the health and wellbeing of the frontline workers are the Guidelines for Case-nding, Diagnosis, 

Management and Public Health Response in South Africa and the COVID-19 Environmental Health Guidelines 

(which are attached).  

1.2 Specically, the document is intended to empower NEHAWU representatives in their participation in 

different processes and structures such as Occupational Health and Safety Committees geared at ensuring 

that the employer complies with the Act in terms of the provision of PPEs. Thus, this would be an even more 

important at the workplace. 

1.3 The document outlines the required PPEs as designated according to different categories of the cadre of 

the frontline health and social care workers. In this regard, we rely on the knowledge and experience of the 

World Health Organisation (WHO), which more or less also guides the South African government. 

1 INTRODUCTION

1.7 In this document we follow the WHO specic denition of the PPE, which accordingly “includes gloves, 

medical masks, goggles or a face shield, and gowns, as well as for specic procedures, respirators (i.e. N95 

or FFP2 standard or equivalent) and aprons”. 

1.6 Whilst we rely on the recommendations of the WHO, we do make additional proposals that take into 

account the recent heightened level of precautions from WHO and our government arising from the 

deepening of knowledge and experience in dealing with the pandemic in different countries, especially on 

the face masks. 

1.5 On the 19 March 2020, WHO issued an “Interim Guidance” entitled Rational use of Personal Protective 

Equipment for Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19). Indeed, WHO is in a better position to provide such 

guidance given its global surveillance of the pandemic as well as its infrastructure and capacity to draw 

from empirical research and experiences dealing with this new decease across the world. However, a few 

of its recommendations have been shifting as a result of discoveries of new information, e.g. on the use of 

face-masks and the emergence of asymptomatic infected individuals who turn out to be even more effective 

but unconscious agents of the Coronavirus. 
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